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What's a denoting phrase, you ask! why! lemme tell ;) I’ll give u few examples of it.  
 
examples: a man, some man, any man, every men, the current prez of the U.S, the prez of 
Mexico, the centre of mass of the solar system @ the beginning of the 20th century, the 
revolution of the earth around the son, the revolution of the sun around the earth 
 
basically, phrases denotes soley bc of it's form.  
 
let's distinguish 3 cases of denoting phrases: a phrase may be denoting but that don't mean that 
it's denoting anything; e.g “the present king of france(2) a phrase may denote 1 definite object; 
e.g the pres of England denotes a certain woman. (3) phrases can demote ambiguously; e.g., “a 
man” don't denote many ppl but it do denotes an ambiguous man.  
 
it can be hard AF to interpret the phrases, low-key. tbh it can be hard to frame any theory that's 
not susceptible of formal refutation. as far as I know, all the difficulties I know about about follow 
according 2 the theory I'm bout 2 explain.  
 
the subject  of denoting is hella important, not just in mathematics and logic but in the theory of 
knowledge. for example, the center of mass of the Solar System at 1 pt in time is some definite 
point. we can affirm a lotta propositions about it. but! we don't have a immediate acquaintance 
with this or. it's only known 2 us by description.  
 
the distinction between acquaintance and knowledge about is the distinction b/w things we got 
presentations of and things we only reach by denoting phrases.  
 
oftentimes, certain phrases denote unambiguously. although! we may not have any 
acquaintance with what it denotes. this happened in the above case (about centre  of mass). in 
perception we have acquaintance with the objects of perception. in thought we have 
acquaintance  with objects that have more abstract logical character; but we don't necessarily 
have acquaintance  with the objects denoted by phrases composed of words w/ meanings we 
acquainted  w/. like, we not acquainted  with other ppl’s minds. as there ain't no reasons to think 
that it can be directly perceived, the stuff we know about other ppl is through denoting. 
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all thoughts must start with acquaintance, but it succeeds in thinking about many things we don't 
got any acquaintance with.  
 
the course of my argument goes like this:  
 
1st: state the theory i wanna argue 4 
 
After that: discuss Frege and Meinong 
 

 
And then: I will show why neither satisfies me  
 
Later I will: argue 4 my theory 
 
Lastly, I will: indicate the philosophical consequences of my theory  
 
This is my theory:  
 
C (Everything) means “C (x) is always true.” 
 
C (Nothing) means “C (x) is false’ is always true.” 
 
C (something) means “It is false that ‘C (x) is false’ is always true.” 
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