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Leviathan  

Thomas Hobbes 
 

Of the natural condition of mankind as concerning their felicity and 
misery 
 
It’s the truth. Everybody equal in the faculties of the mind and body.  

 
 Yeah- some dudes are bigger, fatter, smarter, and stronger than other dudes- but at the 
end of the day, the diff b/w ppl ain’t so big that one person can claim some type of 
benefit from it. Cuz bro..  it’s possible for a skinny dude to kill a big ass dude bc they can 
use some weapon to kill em or they can do it w/ the help of others.  
 

 
 

Ppl are more equal in terms of the faculties of the mind (set aside the arts and science 
for rn.. The arts are grounded on words and science is based on skills u gotta attain) 
than in strength. Cuz prudence is experience. And equal time equally gives everybody 
what they equally apply themselves to. U could say that the fact that ppl r equal in the 
faculties of the mind  is incredible but if u say this it would be bc of a vain conceit of 
one’s own wisdom. Everybody think they smarter than somebody else. It’s only a few 
ppl- most likely famous ppl or ppl who they know that they approve of.  
 
Ppl got it in their nature to where even thou they will acknowledge that others are more 
witty, more eloquent, or more learned, they will not believe that there are many wiser 
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than they are. They do this cuz they see their own wit at hand, and other’s at a distance. 
This proves that ppl are in this sense equal bc there isn’t a big sign of equal distribution 
of anything other than everybody equal with their share. 
 
From the equality of ability ariseth the equality of hope in the attaining our ends. If 2 ppl 
desire the same thing, something they can’t both enjoy, they become enemies; and in 
the way to their end (which is principally they own conservation & sometimes their own 
delectation only). When this happens they try to destroy or subdue one another.  
 

 
 

From there it may come to pass that when an invader has nothing to fear than another 
person’s single power. In this case if somebody plant, sow, build, or posses shit that 
other ppl got they eyes on, others may be expected to come and try and take what they 
got. They’ll join forces to dispossess or deprive the dude, not only of the fruits of the 
dude’s labor, but also of the dude’s life or liberty. The invader, then, is in danger of 
others.  

 

 
It’s just no way that someone’s force or wile could help them to secure a position being 
a master of everyone forever. Eventually ppl would try to invade bc they would pursuse 
their power farther than security their security would allow.  
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Ppl aren’t happy when there isn’t a power governing them. Things are this way bc 
everybody want ppl to value them as they value themselves. When there isn’t a central 
power ppl naturally endeavor to undervalue each other and destroy each other. They 
will, for example, try to extort a greater value from ppl they not cool with or from ppl 
they don’t care about.  
 
So that in the nature of man, we find three principal causes of quarrel. First u got 
comeption. Second is diffidence. Third is glory.  
 
The first make ppl invade for gain; the second for safety; and the third for reputation. 
With the first ppl use violence to make themselves masters of other ppl, animals, and 
things. The second gets ppl to use violence so that they can defend themselves. The 
third make ppl use violence so for things of little value or importance. They can become 
violent for a smile or a different opinion. They’ll do it for themselves, kinfolk, their 
friends, their nation, their profession, and even their name.  

 
During a time where ppl live w/o a common power to keep them in awe, they are in a 
condition which is called war. They are in a time where everybody against each other. 
War  don’t just consist in battle or the act of time, but it also consists in a period in 
which the will to fight is sufficiently known. The notion of that time period gotta be 
considered in the nature of war, as it is in the nature of weather. The nature of foul 
weather don’t just rest in a shower or two of rain, but in the combination of days 
together. The nature of war is the same way. It don’t just consist in actual fighting. It’s 
about the known disposition that during that time there can be no assurance that 
anything contrary to what is happening can happen. All other time is peace.  
 
As a consequence of living in a time of war, u live in a time where everyone is an enemy 
to somebody and where the only security ppl have is their own strength and mb their 
own inventions.  
 
There can’t be no industries in these conditions, bc there will be so much uncertainty 
about the whether the things that ppl want to produce can be produced. Consequently, 
it won’t be no farming,  
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no navigation, 
 
 no use of commodities that may be imported by the sea 
 
commerce buildings or sites.  
 
U couldn’t have no instruments of moving ro removing things that require a lot of force 
to move.  
 
U wouldn’t even have knowledge on the face of the earth. U wouldn’t have an account of 
time either.  
 
U wouldn’t have art, 
 
letters,  
 
Or even a society.  
 
Worst of all, there is continual fear and the danger of violent death. There is the 
guarantee of life being poor, nasty, brutish, and short.  
 

 
It may seem strange to some ppl that haven’t weighed these things well that Nature 
should dissociate and render ppl apt to invade and destroy one another: they may, 
therefore, not trust the inferences I make, ideas that r based on passions, to have the 
same desire confirmed by experience. But say that person were to consider their own 
experiences. Ask them: When going to sleep, don’t u lock ur doors? When leaving u go 
go to sleep or somewhere, don’t u lock ur things up? And don’t u do this when u know 
that the law and cops exists? Don’t u do it even thou u know they armed to take revenge 
on all injuries done to u? What’s really ur opinion about ur fellow citizens if u stay 
strapped, if u lock ur doors, and lock ur shit up when u go places?  Aint u accusing ppl 
by their actions as much as my words are accusing ppl? But neither of us accuse ppl’s 
nature in this. 
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 The desire, and other passions of ppl, aren’t sins in themselves. No more are the 
actions that proceed that ppl make until the law prohibits them to stop the foolery. Until 
the laws are made they don’t know, nor can any law be made til ppl have agreed on the 
person that should make it.  
 
It may peradventure be thought that there was never a time nor a condition of war like 
I’ve been explaining. I believe it was never generally so. But there are many ppl who live 
like they in it. Bc the savage ppl in many places of America, except the government of 
small families, the concord that depends on natural lust, have no government at all, and 
live in this brutish manner now, as I was saying. However, I also think it would do us 
good to think about what manner of life when there was no common power to fear, the 
manner of life that ppl have formerly lived under a peaceful government use to 
degenerate into a civil war.  
 

 
But though there had never been a time where ppl were in a condition of war against 
another, there have been times when kings and ppl who got sovereign authority, bc of 
their independency, are in continual jealousies, and in the state and posture of 
gladiators, having their weapons pointed, and their eyes fixed on one another; that is, 
their forts, garrisons, and guns upon the frontiers of their kingdoms, and continual 
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spies upon their neighbors, which is a posture. But bc they uphold the industry of their 
subjects, there does not follow from it that misery that follows particular ppl.  
 
There is one more consequence that I want to add that follows from this war where 
every person is against someone else. The notion of right and wrong, justice and 
injustice, have no place. Where there is no common power, there is no law; where no 
law, there is no justice. In war force and fraud are the two cardinal virtues. Justice and 
injustice are not faculties of the mind or the body. If they were, they might be in 
somebody that was alone in the world, as well as their senses and passions. They are 
passions that relate to ppl in society, not in solitude. Another consequences of this war 
is that there be no property, no dominion, no concept of  that’s mine’s. The only thing 
that would belong to a person in war is the things that they can get for as long as they 
can keep it. There is a possibility of ppl coming out of the ill conditions that nature have 
put them in. They could do it partly throu passion and partly throu reason.  
 
The passions that incline ppl to peace are: fear of death; desire of things necessary to 
commodious living; and a hope by industry to attain them. Reason suggests that ppl can 
draw convenient articles of peace. These articles are called the laws of nature. I will talk 
about them in the next two chapters.  


