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Friedrich Engels + Marx  
I. Bourgeois and Proletarians 

 
 The history of everything up to this very moment is the history of class struggles. The story of the 
freeman and slave, patrician and plebeian, lord and serf, guild-master and journeyman is a story of the 
oppressor and oppressed, standing in constant opposition to one another. The relationship between the 
oppressor and the oppressed is marked by an uninterrupted, now hidden, now open fight. Each fight has 
ended in a revolutionary reconstitution of society at large or in the common ruin of the contending 
classes. 

 
 In damn near every point in history there has been a complicated arrangement of society into various 
orders, a manifold gradation of social rank. In ancient Rome there were patricians, knights, plebeians, 
slaves. In the Middle Ages u had  feudal lords, vassals, guild-masters, journeymen, apprentices, and serfs. 
In almost all of these classes there were subordinate gradations. The modern bourgeois society that has 
sprouted from the ruins of feudal society has not done away with class antagonisms.  

 
It has but established new classes, new conditions of oppression, new forms of struggle in place of the 
old ones.  1

1  By bourgeoisie I mean the class of modern capitalists, owners of the means of social production 
and employers of wage labour. By proletariat, I mean the class of modern wage labourers who, 
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 Our epoch, the epoch of the bourgeoisie, is unique in that it has simplified class antagonisms. Society as 
a whole is more and more splitting up into two great hostile camps. One is the Bourgeoisie and the other 
is the Proletariat. They ofc directly face each other. The earliest rich ppl neighborhoods (aka chartered 
burghers) sprang from the serfs of the Middle Ages.  The first elements of the bourgeoisie were 
developed from these burgesses. The discovery of America & the rounding of the Cape opened up fresh 
ground for the rising bourgeoisie. The East-Indian and Chinese markets along with the colonisation of 
America  and the trade with the colonies  and the the increase in the means of exchange  and in 
commodities generally created a revolutionary element in the tottering feudal society, a rapid 
development. How? Why? The East-Indian company  (and other stuff I just listed) gave to commerce, to 
navigation, to industry, an impulse never before known. 
 
 The feudal system of industry, in which industrial production was monopolised by closed guilds, now no 
longer sufficed for the growing wants of the new markets. The manufacturing system replaced it. The 
guild-masters were pushed on one side by the manufacturing middle class. And also division of labour 
between the different corporate guilds vanished bc there was division of labour in each single workshop. 
Meantime the markets kept ever growing, the demand ever rising. Even manufacturer no longer sufficed. 
Thereupon, steam and machinery revolutionised industrial production.  

 
The place of manufacture was taken by the giant Modern Industry. The place of the industrial middle 
class was being taken by industrial millionaires (aka the leaders of the whole industrial armies, aka the 
modern bourgeois).  
 
Modern industry has established the world market, for which the discovery of America paved the way.  

 

having no means of production of their own, are reduced to selling their labour power in order to 
live.  
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This market has given an immense development to commerce, to navigation, & to communication by land. 
This development has, in its turn, reacted on the extension of industry; and in proportion. At the same 
time industry, commerce, navigation, railways extended in the same proportion the bourgeoisie 
developed. After that their capital increased. Simultaneously they pushed every class handed down from 
the Middle Ages into the background. We see, therefore, how the modern bourgeoisie is itself the product 
of a long course of development, of a series of revolutions in the modes of production and of exchange. 
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